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The Audubon Zoo is located in New Orleans, Louisiana and is named after John James

Audubon, arartist and naturalist who lived in the city. The zoo is part of the Audubon Institute,
which also manages the Aquarium of the Americas, an Insectarium, and a variety of parks. The
zoo alone holds over 2,000 animals housed over 58 acres. The Audubeplaeiwhere
people can feel comfortable while learning about animals, different cultures, and things
happening right here in Louisiana. The zoo is so much more than-a@owny, it is a
tradition, something to keep flourishing for generations toecom
The author
Upon entering the zoo, it becomes apparent that the zoo is intent on paying homa¢ begins
with a
many different cultures and lands from which its animals arrive from. The two largest sho| major part
of their
Asia, especially India,ral Louisiana. The selected photos begin with the Asian exhibits. 1| analysis
It is best |.. : . L : (that the
if photos first photo, there is four elephant statues that become a fountain. This is important in Ind| gnimal
are . . . exhibits
referred because it is connected to their mythology and belief that elephants represenisgteat Wihe| .

: S . : designed
toas second photo shows an auto rickshaw, which is a-thtreled vehicle that is most commonly . hg
fPhoto 10 with a
fPhoto 20 |ysed as a taxi. To me, the zoo getting this proves how hard it tries to incorporate other-c relauon.to
etc. the society

there was no exact reason for the zoo to have fHag third photo is viewing deck by the ILom V‘{h'CT
e anima
elephant enclosure. | wanted to capture the hanging rugs for the same reason | captureq °riginates)

rickshaw- the zoo really tries to bring in the lands in which its animals are indigenous to. The

fourth photo igust another example of thidsetween each Asian animal enclosure there were
artifacts from that way of life, like the instrument in this photo. There was also an example

study, where a desk and other furniture was placed. The sign, like in pleotevdre also

ofa

placed between enclosures to help the zoo visitors further understand what they were viewing

Before this second paragraph the author could have written a paragraph to outline the paper. This
would briefly tell the reader what things will be discussed throughout the paper, before delving into
specific observations.




and the Asian culture. The particular sign in photo five interested me the most because it directly
described a relationship between people anchaisi

The Louisiana culture is a treat for tourists, as they get a nice outing while learning a
good bit about the place they are visitingl in one place! Photo six is one of the one things
you see upon entering the Louisiana exhibits, which méstlyses on life and animals in the
swamp. The Swamp Train Depot is surrounded by trees, flowers, and fishing nets native to
Louisiana. The seventh photo shows a floating cabin that is located in the alligator exhibit.
Originally, cabins on the water weea way of Cajun life a way to be close to food. Now,
floating homes are a common desire among southern natives and even a way for tourist to dive
deeper into the cultureyou can are able to rent them instead of staying in a hotel. As the
Louisiana jart of the zoo continues, you come upon a restaurant that serves food that embodies
Louisiana, like jambalaya for example. In front of the restaurant there is a row of rocking chairs,
which can make a Louisiana native more comfortable as having a ratiaimgnside or outside
of your home is common here. There is also a gift shop and photo booth outside of the restaurant
which is strategically planned on part of the zoo because once you reach the Louisiana section,
you cannot turn aroundyou must finsh walking the zoo. Once when my family and | went to
the zoo, it began pouring rain and we went to that gift shop for poraise we were in the
Louisiana exhibits and could not turn around, if the gift shop was not there we would have been
soaked.The eighth photo was interesting to me because it displays a variety of nets used for
fishing/hunting. Even though | am from Louisiana, | did not realize that there was such a variety
of nets, so even | learned something new about Louisiana. On the Higenets displayed in
photo eight, there is a huge net for children to climb on and play in, sort of like a jungle gym.

The ninth photo has a vehicle from the Flood of 192 vehicle was in the flood and has never
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been moved. Thisagainrepresents e zoo00s desire to inform both

and things that people in the past have exper

also known as the Rougarou, which is often featured in old wise tales and stories toldrém chil
in Louisiana. The Rougarou can be thought of as similar to the tale of a werewolf and it is said
that the Rougarou lurks in and around swamps. The story is meant to instill obedience in

children-t here is even a t al e tnthdawn Cdtholies tiatSlovraotmp Mo n s

properly follow lent. At the Audubon Zoo, the life size monster found in photo ten is located
around a corner, so it is funny when people, who do not know it is there, become spooked. The
eleventh photo is bamboo located around the zoo. | was able to interview an older volunteer

named Fred, to which | askemn,bdfHanve Katur inmd i tcc

Fred responded, ANot reall few ani mals we

y., a

caused the most damage were fallen trees. Yo

noticed until | looked back at ptos of my family and | at the zoo when | was younger and |

could actually see the difference in the trees.

Good
analysis.
The author
presents an
observation
and then
connects
this to the
broader
world (in
this case
New
Orleans).

The sign found in poto twelve shows a poem found in front of an animal enclosure
This interested me because New Orleans is a very artistic city and that was translated in
zoo. Poems and song lyrics can be found throughout the zoo and this reminded me allig]
things | have seen throughout New Orlealige models to street cultures to jazz bands. Th
was a way for the Audubon Institute to connect people to one anatietic works are
A 6Do

universal. There were also other signs | found interesting at the . N ¢

around the animal habitats which tells me the zoo is dedicated to their animals. Another

read, 6Land and Water Conservation Fund, 6 t hi

entire state of Louisiana holds thedubon Institute dear. Photo thirteen was taken when | first



arrived- the Audubon Institute, actually most places, want the people entering to take a photo
and purchase it as memorabilia. They usually edit the photo to make it seem as though you are
holding and surrounded by animals. | usually take the photo, even if | do not purchase it, so it
was odd to see some people not want to take the photo and some even disregarded the zoo staff
in general. | find the picture taking to be part of the experiestcé,was weird to see some just

wave it off. While walking, | did notice a man with a service animal stop and wait while a man
took a photo of his girlfriend and the man even allowed for his service dog to be pet. You do not
often see people allowingeir service animals to be pet so that struck out to me. It is also
uncommon for people to not allow the man with his service animal to pass. | found this
encounter to be particularly good natured and it made me realize that not all people are rude and

that people can practice patience and respect daily.

One of the coolest things about the Audubon Zoo has nothing to do with animals, | Hare the

author
makes it
clear they
are
changing
topics,
discussing
another key

there is a huge slide or a rope bridgaevays to come down (stairs for the adults). There is ¢ theme they
found.

everything to do with children. Throughout the zoo there are several locations that enco
kids to just be kids. One of those locations is found in photo fourteptace called Monkey
Hill, where as the name implies, kids can go bananas. There is a stream of water with a

water at the base where children can bring swimsuits and splash around. Once you clim

an entire playground on site. Monkey Hill even has its own food vendor. Another location Set

for children is the dig site where they are e
The zoo also has an Adventure Course, where a kid is strapped by harness as they complete
obstacles stories above the ground. Children even use their imaginations as they climb on low
hanging branches located throughout the zoo. The curiosity of chifdog ithing that has

always interested me, in photo fifteen there is a pair of girls flipping cards that display fun facts



about el ephants. The girls6é6 fascination seem
also an example of thighe littt e gi r | 6s expression reads f | abbe
able to capture that moment of excitement. You would think a frog would be the least exciting
to the girl as they are common, but | think that's what makes the photo so unique. Photo
seventeen is one of my favoriteghe toddler and the orangutan had a connection. The toddler
and the orangutan were putting their hands on the glass and making facial expressions until
onlookers and picture flashes spooked the monkey. | find it interdstimdpoth the human and
the animal seem peaceful and not at all startled at the presence or appearance of the other. This
photo is also unique because it is not often that animals will sit that close to thelglasis |
knew what made it come that sto begin with. After this photo seventeen was taken, | began
to notice the different kind of onlookers throughout the zoo. | noted that a group of people
stopped and gazed upon the tigerds habitat ev
was empty. | also noticed a lot of people pointing at the animals. There were singles, couples,
and familiesal | di fferent ages. Putting children ot
view seemed like a popular thing to do versus carrying tie ichthe arms there was even a
woman holding a baby in a chest carrier. One of the families had two young children that
stopped and gazed at a passing peaeegkes wide and a mouth blurting questions.

Photo eighteen is of statue of childrenrglin a t urt |l ebés back. Ther e
statues throughout the zoo, but this one stood out to me because, to me, it looks as though the
first child is pointing at the turtle and fussing at it for going too slow. The turtle's expression
looks as thouglhi is telling the children that they can walk if he is going too slamaybe | am
wrong, but that was my interpretation. This statue is just one example of the intricate

relationship between humans and animals. Another example is the viewing detdd #dca



some habitats| observed the one by the giraffe enclosure when a zoo employee was talking

about them. People sat on benches and listened to the employee, they asked questions, and most
importantly they observed the giraffe and their actionscd® as it is too sit and observe an

animal, it is also weird because humans do not often think about how they would feel if the roles
were reversed. Do the animals even notice, or mind? People are also offered to ride the train
which takes its riders tbhughout the zoo and gives them new looks at the habitats. The

conductor will tell animal fun facts for each animal enclosure they pass in front of, which is
intriguing. The train ride is also a nice way to cool off during the Louisiana heat.

Photo nineteen is of a zoo employee feeding snacks to the wide variety of bird species.

The author  The birds were probably the most friendly towards peeftie walked/flew right up to peal
introduces

another and did not seem perplexed when people were close their eggs/nest. The relationship between
major set of
observations the animals and zoo employees in one of a kindth the person and the animal have to trust the
(unenclosed
creatures).  Pther with their lives. Photo twenty shows a garbage binydnile you may not be able to see

them clearly, there are bees swarmingtitis happened in the entire zoo. | asked Fred, the
volunt eer , i noticed the bees are really att
APeopl e t hr dkeroa bearynd dtuffilike khat so the bees are attracted to the sugar.

My friend used to own bees and | learned a long time ago that they will not bother you if you do
not bother them. o I felt it necanBnalgandys t o i nc
people are always in contact even if they do not realizéh& world only works because we are

able to ceexist. Photo twentpne shows a lizard traveling outside an enclosure, which common

for some animals to do at the zoo. Besides #adi there were also racoons in a tree, multiple
peacocks, different birds, and a few squirrels. This is important to note because people seem

comfortable with those animals roaming about and | think it would interesting to see what would



happen if thosanimals were put into habitats. Photos tweamty and twentythree are some of

the few | took of just animals. Photo tweityo shows how animals of different species can live
together in cohesionpart of their own ecosystem. All species fall undenisiotic relationships

- these can be mutualism (both benefit), commensalism (one benefits, while the other is neither
helped nor harmed), or parasitism (one benefits, while the other is harmed). The animals
pictured in photo twentywo fall under mutuagm- the bird gets to eat bugs off the skin of the
other animals and the other animals lose potential parasites. Photo-tiwestgimply shows

the pureness of ottershey sleep together to remain warm on land, but if they are asleep in
water they holgpaws so that they do not float away from each other.

In conclusion, the relationships between humans, between animals, and between humans
and animals are often delicate. We cannot survive without animals and each other and | think the
zoo highlighted tht in it own way. At first, | was nervous because | thought | would not be able
to capture a variety of shots, but in truth | barely captured animals themselves. | never realized
everything else that goes on at the zoo, because usually | am focusitig atrihe animals. All
in all, the Audubon Institute, specifically the zoo, and this project has taught me to never take
things at first glance because there is usually a deeper meaning and that the things that surround

us may surprise us.

This last paragraph is a good start for a conclusion. Importantly, the author writes what
they have learned from making a close analysis of the Audubon Zoo. But it could be
improved with an additional paragraph to explicitly connect or briefly discuss several of the
major themes that were analyzed.

Overall the author of this paper does a good job of making connections between their
many observations. A good amount of detail is used throughout and they provide insightful
analysis of their observations. Also, there is a good amount of effort put into data
collection, which gave the author much to talk about.
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PHOTO FIVE
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PHOTO SIX
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PHOTO EIGHT



PHOTO NINE
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PHOTO TEN



PHOTO ELEVEN
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